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What Is Claimed Is: 

1 \ 1 . A communications system comprising: 

2 \ first teleport station; 

3 a first user; 

4 a satellite coupling the first teleport station to the first user; and 

5 a ne\work access point coupled to the Internet and the first 

6 teleport station, saidVietwork access point coupled to the first teleport station 

7 through an optical fibeV 

1 2. A Communications system as recited in claim 1, wherein 

2 said satellite comprises a satellite in the Ka band. 

1 3. A communications system as recited in claim 1, further 

2 comprising a second teleport sWion coupled to the first teleport station through 

3 said satellite. \ 

1 4. A communications system comprising: 

2 a satellite; \ 

3 a first teleport station; \ 

4 a second teleport station coupled to t he secon d^jelepor t stati on 

5 through saidj optical fi be r networ k and sard satellite; 

6 an optical fiber network providing a primary communication link 

7 until an irregularity is detected in said optical fiber, whereupon the sensing of 

8 the irregularity, routing the communication horn said first teleport station to 

9 said second teleport station through said satellited 

1 5. A method of communicatingvbetween a first user and a 

2 first geographic region served by a first satellite and\ second user in a second 

3 geographic region served by a second satellite comprised the steps of: 

4 directing a communication from a first usento the first satellite; 
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5 \ routing the communication from the first satellite to a first 

6 teleport station; 

7 \ routing the communication from the first teleport station to a 

8 second teleport station in the second geographic region by way of an optical 

9 fiber network; \ 

10 routing the communication from the second teleport station to a 

1 1 user in the second Wographic region. 

1 6. \ A method as recited in claim 5, wherein the step of 

2 routing communication from the second teleport station comprises directing the 

3 communication from thet second teleport station to the second user by way of an 

4 optical fiber. \ 

1 7. A method as recited in claim 5, wherein the step of 

2 routing communication from the second teleport station comprises directing the 

3 communication from the secorm teleport station to the second user by way of 

4 the second satellite. \ 

1 8. A method asVecited in claim 5, further comprising the 

2 step of coupling the first teleport statioto to the Internet. 

1 9. A method of operating a communications system 

2 comprising the steps of: \ 

3 generating a plurality of spoKbeams directed to a respective 

4 plurality of teleport stations from a satellite; \ 

5 interconnecting the plurality of teleport stations with an optical 

6 communication network; \ 

7 in normal operating conditions, directing a communication from 

8 a first said plurality of teleport stations through satellite toa first user; 
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9 when the second teleport station is encumbered, directing the 

10 communication through an opiteal link. 

1 10. A method a&\recited in claim 9, further comprising the 

2 step of connecting the optical communication network to the Internet. 


